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STANDING COMMITTEE ON ESTIMATES AND FINANCIAL OPERATIONS —  
COMMISSIONER OF POLICE — EVIDENCE 

Statement 
HON PHILIP GARDINER (Agricultural) [5.36 pm]: I rise as Deputy Chair of the Standing Committee on 
Estimates and Financial Operations. I am directed by this committee to make the following statement. The 
Standing Committee on Estimates and Financial Operations wishes to express its appreciation to the 
Commissioner of Police for his full and frank evidence provided at the annual report hearing on Thursday, 11 
October 2012. 
The government’s efficiency dividend was announced in the May 2012 budget. The committee is of the view 
that the police commissioner appropriately answered, as is required, the committee’s questions relating to the 
impact of the government’s efficiency dividend on the operations of the WA Police Service. This was in direct 
contrast with most of the evidence it received from most other witnesses in other hearings regarding the 
government’s efficiency dividend. To date, agencies have not provided the committee with information to the 
same level of detail as the police commissioner on the question of how these savings will be made and what 
impact they will have on front-line service delivery. This has been of concern to the committee and is to the 
detriment of Parliament and the people of this state. 

The Standing Committee on Estimates and Financial Operations is an extension of this chamber, and in 
questioning and holding agencies to account on matters relating to public finances and budget accountability of 
the government of the day, provides an important service to the people of Western Australia.  

The committee has serious reservations about the government being able to achieve the savings planned through 
the efficiency dividend announced in the 2012–13 budget in May. As at the conclusion of hearings last week, the 
committee understands that efficiency dividends of most agencies have not yet been agreed. Of particular 
concern to the committee is that by not having the efficiency dividend applied from 1 July, the implementation is 
further delayed and the spending cuts are likely to be deeper, as they must be made over the remaining months of 
the 2012–2013 financial year if the budgeted dividend is to be achieved. The committee notes the recent 
comments made by the Premier about the media doorstop by the Commissioner of Police after the committee 
hearings, together with those of the police minister last week, and notes that the Premier’s statement that the 
police commissioner should “work through the minister” on budgets is understandable in this context. However, 
the committee is concerned that comments such as those made by the Premier with reference to “a clip around 
the ears” have the potential to intimidate public servants, putting them in an invidious position in respect of their 
obligations to being answerable to the Parliament and to provide full and frank information. Such comments can 
also adversely impact on the work of the committee of the Parliament. In this regard, the committee objects to 
any attempts by any minister to inhibit its ability to fulfil its terms of reference.  

Point of Order 

Hon SIMON O’BRIEN: Can I first clarify if that was a report of a standing committee, a member’s statement 
or what form of communication it was.  

The PRESIDENT: On that point of order, as the member was reading that statement, it was a very unusual way 
for a committee to bring something to the attention of the house and usually that is done by report. I will 
undertake to make some inquiries about that and report back to the house next week.  
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